Foreword by Gardner, Donald E. et al.
Foreword
Chronic and acute diseases are among the major
causes of disability and death in all age groups. As
the organ responsible for gas exchange, the lungs
have an unique proximity to the environment and as
such are repeatedly exposed to potentially hazard-
ous gaseous and particulate airborne pollutants as
well as microorganisms. In order to adequately as-
sess the total impact ofenvironmental pollutants on
the health ofhuman lung, it becomes necessary that
disciplined studies with various animal model sys-
tems be available.
During the past several years a number of new
sensitive and reproducible in vivo and in vitro
pulmonary research models systems have been de-
veloped for studying the unique features ofthe res-
piratory tract, particularly those related to host de-
fense mechanisms andpharmacological modulations
in the lung. This symposium has been organized to
exchangeresearch ideasandtechniqueswithexperts
in the scientific community and to explore the possi-
ble application of these new model systems and
techniques for studying environmental effects on
pulmonary health. The conference was aframework
which can insure that Environmental Protection
Agency is kept up-to-date on the latest research de-
velopments in these areas.
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